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ADVERTISEMENT. 


LL) HEN a Perſon introduces his 


Productions to the Publick, it 


ſeems neceſſary that he ſay ſomething 
more concerning them than he does con- 
cerning his Friend, when he introduces 


him to a Circle in which he is a Stranger: 


Cuſtom will expect that he prefix to them 


ſomething more than merely their Name 
or Title. -A Preface to a Publication is 


eſteemed as eſſential as a Prologue to a 


Play containing either Inſinuations to 


„ bias 


ii ADVERTISEMENT. 


bias Mankind in its Favour, or Apologies 


to palliate its Imperfections, But, after 
all the Rhetorick an Author, in this De- 
partment, can diſplay----the Publick and 


the Audience will reſerve their Judgment 


unaffected, reſpecting the Merits of the 


Performance. 


Under this Conviction, the Author of 


theſe Volumes forbears to delay the Sen- 


tence on his poetical Reputation by a 
tedious Preamble in Proſe ; being ſenſible 


that the latter would prove inſufficient to 


defend him againſt a candid Cenſure on 


* 


the former. Vet, he conceives it proper 


to inform thoſe under whoſe Inſpection 


they 
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ADVERTISEMENT. iii. 


they may fall----That they are the Off 


ſpring of a few tranquil, juvenile Hours, 


written for Amuſement, as a Relaxation 


from more important Exerciſes.----Occur- 
rences in Life between the Age of fif- 
teen and twenty-one, either affecting his 
Feelings or Imagination —afforded him 


the Subjects; and his Heart rather 


than his Head. -dictated the Ideas. 


When he ſays they were not, originally, 


intended to meet the Publick Eye, he 


wiſhes not to inſinuate, that Sad he poſ- 


ſeſſed ſuch an Intention he could have 
given them a greater Degree of Excel- 
lence: —Amperfect as they are neither 
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| | the Allurements of Fame, nor the Ap- 
| ä prehenſion of Cenſure, could have ſtimu- 
ö | lated him to render them more wee 
Attention. 


An elegant Female Writer“ has ob- 
ſerved, That an Author, on the f 
Appearance of his Productions, may be 
ſaid to have no Reputation to loſe; 
bur norwirhſtanding this, however un- 
important any one, in ſuch a Predica- 
ment, may vainly pretend to eſteem the 
Strictures of Criticiſm, he will not be 
able to diveſt himſelf entirely of the Fear 


* Mifs Whateley, now Mrs. Darwall,—Sec her 


ry Dedication, 


of 


4 Crt, a 7” 2 rr . ðͥ A 


| TE 
42 4 other en ne Carrey res penn, 


ADVERTISEMENT. v. 


of them. Therefore, if he has not, as a 


Writer, acquired a Reputation to be for- 

feited, he has derived, it is to be ſup- 

poſed, from an Intercourſe with Mankind, 
Senfibility capable of being affetted. ---For, 
a Perſon's Solicitude, mult naturally be 
awakened, when, whatever he has be- 
ſtowed ſome Attention upon is placed in 
a critical Situation. A Parent, on re- 
ſigning a darling Child to the Mercy of 

an Element in which thouſands have 


been ingulfed, will feel himſelf renderly 


| intereſted concerning its Welfare. 


But not to fall into the Practice before } 
_reprehended------If the Trifles here ſab- | 
mitted, 7 
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mitted, with all Deference, to the inſpec- 


tion of the Publick, meet Approbation 


the Author muſt, conſequently, be very 


forcibly impreſſed by ſo flattering an 
Honour. And, if the juſt Tribunal of 


Literature doom them to Diſgrace and 


Oblivion,---like a Poppy bowed down 


with the Drops of Heaven---he will again 


raiſe his Head from Diſappointment, and 


exclaim with VIiRkG1L---Carmina nulla 
canam ! 
L. B. 
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And proud ambition's ceaſeleſs cares: __ 


Far from vain pomp's imperious pow'r, | 


grandeur—phantoms of an hour ! of 
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a a IRS: thc. 


A EE; 


ee 


ads 


. 


Rf 
. 
. 


® 4 


$ 


n n oY i 
* 


age the br. no 


3 „ 


erer 


2 Rr 


4 

1 17 

& 

177 

BE, 
: 

"WE. 


as <4 


„„ 


a 
- Wade WA erin» 2s, 


—— — 


—— — hs — 


2 


—— 2 — 


— uh:n 


— 


8 


2 ˙ ˙⸗ —— 2 


3 


e 


PE 


— 


23 
— . 
„ 


e 


* 
re 
— 


* e 
— 1444 . 
RT 


Ws 


N 2 
rr 


99 


Baa «a 


D 


* 
* 


5 


* 1 


Sd ord 2 


m 
” 
mie 


* 


2 ˖ů ˙ » „% 


i; 
17 


* 


ee r 4 hee, 


+ 


5 rt FT nag — iu, 


e 


. 


* — * J 


* ah ae age Hr 7, — 


. 
eee 


8 


* 
* 


$ 7 „ * 15 * 83 —_ Pry. + 1» — % $38: =, .Y #4 M45 <1 N "A r * — 9 OR 
4 * 2X * y * 1 : W * * A - * x * 4 
wo AMC a3 47; — Eee * 47 8. 67 . * 2647 3 * 


1 


* | 4x 
= % . N 
N * 


„ a , , AE * 
ö 


+ - 


2 TRE COTTAGE or ConTENT. 


Low, in a pleaſant, winding vale, 


Secure from each deſtructive gale, 


There ſtood a CorTAacofe—happy dome 


An honeſt, worthy mortal's home. 


A partner kind—two daughters fair— 


Oft caus'd affection's rapt'rous tear 


To gliſten in his dark'ning eye, 


And prompt the fond, paternal ſigh ; 


Yet, adverſe fate's malignant dart 


Cou'd never wound his tranquil heart, 


The garb he wote, like his retreat, 


Was ſimply elegant and neat: 
His cheeks, with blooming health were ſpread; 


Tho! age, with füow, Had deck d His head: 
Compaſſion ſway'd his gen'rous breaſt 
To ſooth the ſuf rings of th oppteſt : 


Good- 


« And long experience made him wiſe.” 


On either ſide the gate, were ſeen 

Two ſiſter- forms of pleaſing mien. 
CONTENTMENT, in her homely dreſs, 

With PATIENCE ſmiling at diſtreſs ; 

And on a * ſcarf, from each which went, 

Was grav'd—< (I The Cor rack of CONTENT,” 


Before the door, a garden neat— 
A little Eden, quite compleat, 
Variety of charms difplay'd— 

The devious walk—the viſta-ſhade ; 
Pellucid fountains—cooling bow'rs, 


Adorn'd with ever-greens and flow'rs, 


® Thereader is requeſted to receive this term in the ſenſe of ſculpture. 
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Good-humour ſparkled in his eyes, 
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Many a native flow'r is ſeen— 


Where ſnow-white ſwans and fiſhes ſwim 


i 4 Tu COTTAGE Or ConTENT. 


Juſt o'er its pale, a pond, full brim, 


On whoſe ſoft banks, of deepeſt green, 


Many a flaunting woodbine grows, 


Supinely, in ſome friendly bow'r 


3 tes 


Or caſt the death- deluſive hook. 


——— L— 23 ws 


4p. e 


Behind the cot, a hill appears, 
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Whence, many a lovely proſpect 
Th' extended eye, tranſported, ſees 
Pure ſtreams, high rocks, and waving trees 
| Unnumber'd objects charm the ſight, 
| And fill the mind with beet delight. 


Which far around its odour throws: | 
Where one, to paſs the ſultry hour, 


Reclin'd, may take th' amuſive book, 


cheers, 


rer 


THE CoTTAGE oF ConTENT, 5 
As on its ſparry top I trod, 
With th' owner of the pleaſing ſod, 
(His name Acafto, friendly, kind) 


Who thus unwrapp'd his halcyon mind— 


« Upon this hill, I ev'ry day | 
« My own contented ſtate ſurvey ; 
« And view, in objects high or low, | 


The vanity of worldly ſhow. 


On yonder mount, thoſe mould'ring walls 
« Declare how human greatneſs falls. 
There, monarchs once pofleſs'd that throne, 
„Which now is fill'd by owls alone; 
« A royal race once trod that floor, 
« Which now with vermin's cover'd oer; 
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« Yon left-hand mountain's lofty ſide 
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« *Neath warlike forms of ſculptur'd ſtone 


cc Once, told the mighty deeds of kings 


« Now tell how vain are mortal things. 


« (Gnaw'd by the ruſty tooth of time) 
« And ſcornful, ſeem'd to frown around, 


« Too repreſents the fate of pride. 
« An oak, that overlook'd the wood; 


« Upon its higheſt cliff, there ſtood 
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The pageant creſt, and verſe ſublime 
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On plants and brambles on the ground: 
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« And caſt it, grow ling, in the vale, 


« But, ſoon did ſtorms its 
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« But in that winding brock, I {ee 

« The bleſſings of humility. TO | 
« For unknown ages it hath flaw'd, 

And ſtill maintains its uſual road; 

« While near it, ev'ry mead is ſeen 


« To wear the moſt delightful green, 75 | 


« So, oft we ſee th' aſpiring pine + 


« Its foliage to the winds r eſign, 

« While humbler plants and flow'rs remain 
« In ſafety, on the vernal plain: 

« The light'ning's bolts high mounts aſſail, 
& And, harmleſs, paſs the lowly vale : 
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« Cloud-piercing tow'rs to ruins reel, | 
While cots no trepidation feel. | 
+ Szpius ventis agitatur ingens | 
Pinus; et celſz, graviore caſu b 
Decidunt turres; feriuntq ; ſummos : 
Fulmina montes. Hors | 
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« Thus, Sir, where'er I turn my eyes, 


I ſee ſome warning object riſe ; 


& Kind Nature, ev'ry where, doth give 
« Me rules and laws by which I live. 
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« When genial Spring adorns the plain, 


And Summer crowns the hills with grain— 
As ſoon as light, from orient ſkies, 


Illumes the world, refreſh'd, I riſe ; 
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And early from my cot repair, 


Pipe-arm'd, to breathe the balmy air. 
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When, as I rove, each op'ning flow'r 
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Diſplays that All-preſerving Porr, 
To whom Creation ſeems to raiſe 
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One univerſal hymn of praiſe. 
The lambs rehearſe it as they play, 
And birds repeat it from the ſpray ; 
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4 The herds, in lowings, join the ſtrain, 
« Which Echo whiſpers o'er again.“ 


His moral theme, the ſage here clos'd, 
And home-conducting walk propos d: 
For eve, with raven-wings, begun 
To veil each ſcene.— The rolling ſun 
(From our horizon now withdrawn) 
Unbarr'd the golden gates of morn 
To other climes.— Her paler light, 
The Moon—imperial queen of night ! 
Began to ſhed, in trembling beams 


On undulating, miſty ftreams : 


Her buzzing round the beetle took, 


Her dark retreat the bat forſook ; 
Adown the diſtant pebbly hill : 
Was heard to fall the tinkling rill : 
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'd the friendly, facial hour ; 
| Unvex'd by grief—unaw'd by pow'r,- 
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In pleaſing converſe, on we went, 
Where—far from fall 


And all was ſweet 
And all the y 
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Jamgue rubeſcebat ſtellim Aurora fugatit. 


VII II. 


Now bluſh'd the morn with orient beams of light, 
Having diſpel'd the ſtars and ſhades of night. 


EE yonder, my Fair ! how divinely ſerene 
The daiſies enamel the vale ; 
e meadows are cloath'd in their mantles of green, 
And odours are ſpread in each gale : 
he hills and the vallies are gilded with gold, 
| The woodlands their verdure diſplay ; 
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May-Moxnins. 
of nature are ſpread o'er the field, 


innocent homage to pay 
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Prefage plenty, love, and delight 


Each plant and each flow' 


To offer its incenſe to morn. 


The tops of the mountains adorn 'H 
To hail the ſweet Goddeſs of Ma v. 


To hail the fair Goddeſs of May. 
The trees, in their foliage and bloſſoms array'd, 


At the foot of the bramble the violet appears 


The fweet-fnelling flowers their beauties unfold, 
See yonder, my SYLv1A, the lambkins 
The grottos and fountains the 
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The groves and the bowers look cheerful and green, : 
The birds warble loud on the ſpray ; 
Tbe whole of creation in glory is ſeen, 


To hail the ſweet Goddeſs of Mar. 


The rivers, in low, plaintive murmurs, along 
The vallies, | meandering flow; 
The ſky-lark, to heaven, its ſarill matin ſong 
Attunes, for ſuch bleſſings below, 
The dew-drops, like diamonds, hang bright on each 
thorn, 5 
The herds, ſportive, wantonly play; 


In paſtimes, the nymphs and the ſwains crowd the laun, 


To hail the fair Goddeſs of Mar. 


Such pleaſinz—ſuch innocent paſtimes divine, 
Belong to the virtuous and true: 


T' enjoy 
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In concert, my SYLVIA, with you; 


Till death, like ftern winter, ſhall frown 
And blaſt all thy beauties away; 
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E'en then, greater bliſs— fairer beauties will cheer, 
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H E prince of light had juſt illum'd the day, 
And dra 


the curtain of the night away; 


d colours beaming round his head, | 


er ev'ry tree a golden luſtre ſhed 
croſs the vales, adorn'd with gliſt' ning dew, 4 
giant ſhades the lofty cedars threw : 4 
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16 ABEL and THIRZ A, 


VUntutor'd muſick woodlands echo'd round, 


And ſtreamlets low'd concordant to the ſound : 
The new-born flow'rs their tepid priſons broke, 
When ABEL and his lovely THIRZ A *woke ; 
And left, with grateful hearts, their leafy bed, 


Oer riſing hill, and ſpreading vale to tread. 
Where, as amid their fleecy tribe they ſtray'd, 


Contentment, love, and virtue *round them play'd. 


Like angel forms, which thro” the ether glide, 
They wander'd, graceful, by each other's ſide : 


THIRZA, as fair as bloſſoms which adorn 


The freſh green branches of the vernal thorn, 


Look'd more like one of a ſupernal race, 


Than born of parents who were fal'n from grace. 
Her ebon treſſes, with the wanton wind, 
Wayv'd o'er her breaſt, or looſely fell behind: 
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A SACRED ECcLoGUE, 17 


Upon her lips the eaſtern coral glow'd, 
And from her eyes celeſtial mildneſs flow'd. | 


The gentle Aer ſhar'd his equal charms, 

And ſeem'd, by heav'n, deſign'd for THIRZA's arms, 

His ſhorter locks were careleſs left to grow, 

In parting ringlets, o'er his manly brow : 

Serene ſenſation blended in his face 

Fair virtue's beams with each unſtudied grace, 
When each were ſeated in the ſweet alcove, 

With eglantines and flow'ring myrtles wove, 

The peerleſs Tr IRZA, in her charms array'd, 


To ABEL, thus in gentleſt accents ſaid ;— 


« While tuneful birds, to hail the vernal day, 


Chant, in foft harmony, their matin lay, 1 
C « Your _ | 
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| [|| 18 ABEL AND THIR EA, 
| || | « Your THIRZA's boon, O lovely youth approve z _ 
| | ll « And ſing that hymn you ſang in yonder grove. 
1 The words, my breaſt, with beav'nly tranſports fire, 


g « And, whence they flow, bid all its thoughts aſpire.” 
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With nature's ſmile, the gen' rous youth reply d 
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0 What THIRZ A aſks for, cannot be deny'd.“ 
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Then, round the bow'r, the feather'd ſongſters flew, 
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And o'er their heads, the turtles ceas'd to coo. 
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*T was all ſcrene: — and mute was ev'ry tongue, 
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[ Il When, in theſe trains, the gentle ABEL ſung, 


Na * 


| © * Retire, O ſleep! from ev ry eye, 
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| © Ye hov'ring dreams! depart ; 
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f Although unſupported by precedent, the author cannot but 
think that a different meaſure may, with the ſtricteſt propriety, be 
uſed, in the ſame piece of paſtoral poetry, when a different ſulyject- 
is introduced, 
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A SACRED EcCLOGUE, F 


© Reaſon again reſumes her throne,— N＋Vö 


Again ſhe warms my heart. 

© Reſplendent orb ! who dart ſt thy beams 
© Around theſe genial iſles, 

« We, joyful, hail thy light benign, 
© Which degks the world in finiles, 


© Ye hov'ring dreams] retire; 4 


the gloomy ſhades of ni 


Such ſcenes your aid deſire. — oY 


© Away, to the deep cavern's gloom, 
Are fled the ſhades of night, 

© Whoſe damp-exhaling, dark domain | 
© Ne'er feels the rays of light. | 
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20 ABEL AND TEHIR Z A, 
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See! how the diſtant mountains ſhine, 
| | © And miſty clouds ariſe | 
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| © See! how the altar's flames increaſe, 


| © Aſcending to the ſkies! 

ö Thus, nature, to returning light, 
| < Her grateful tribute pays, 

| And offers incenſe to her God, 
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© To celebrate his praiſe, 
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© Ye ſpringing flow'rs ! your ſweets exhale : 
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© Ye tenants of the grove ! 
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« Attune your little, warbling throats 
© To tender ſtrains of love: 


” 

. 2 
8 8 2 

. ...... 5 


| © And let the lion's nobler praiſe 


F © From hollow rocks reſound— 
FS © Like thunder, roll along the air, 
d © $haking th' aſtoniſh'd ground. 
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A SAcRED ECILO Gu. 21 


Shall theſe, their univerſal praiſe 


© Declare? O GREAT SUPREME ! 
* And fhall not reaſon-gifted man 
© Vaite the facred theme: 
© Praiſe Him aloud—praiſe Him, my ſoul, 
© Whoſe mercy's unconfin'd; * 
© Whoſe chariot is the rolling clouds. 
© Whoſe path—the winged wind, + 
© Who can the varied works explore 
© 'Thine arm hath ſpread abroad, 
© And not in extacies, exclaim— 
© O GREAT, AND MIGHTY Gop!! 
© Say, what but goodneſs cou d induce 
© Thee, O omniſcient Lox D! 


* Pf, 108, v. 4— Pf, log. v. 3. 
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22 ABEL AND TuIRZ A, 


© To make the whole creation riſe 
© From nothing, at Thy word ? 


© The great CREATOR's matchleſs pow 'r, 
O morn! in thee I view ; 
© When thou diſpel'ſt night's fable ſhades, 
His glory ſhines anew. 
© Th' ALMIGHTY ſpoke, —black darkneſs fled : — 
His voice nk heard ; 
© And myriads of objects ſprung 
© To being at his word. 


© The birds, with variegated plumes, 
© Made each reſounding grove 


To echo with their vocal ſtrains,,— 


© Their ſtrains of praiſe and love. 
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A SAcRED ECLOGUE, 


© The new-form'd horſe pranc'd o'er the hills, 
© And, neighing, ſhook his mane ; 
© The noble lion ſtarted forth, 


© And roar'd along the plain, 


© Thus, O thou SeLF-exISTING Cavs | 
« Thou F IRST, and Lasr of all! 
This ſyſtem fair from chaos roſe, 
At thy creative call. 
The time will come, when all mankind 
Thy precepts ſhall fulfill; 
When ſacred altars ſhall be ſeen 


To blaze on ev'ry hill.“ 


Thus ABEL ſang: when ceas'd his hallow'd ſtrain, 
A ſoft ſenſation thrill'd thro? every vein 
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Of gentle THIRZA.— The attentive Fair 

Still keeping ſilent —ſtill appear'd to hear: 

While, from her eye, the tear of rapture flow'd, 

And on her cheek the bluſh of nature glow'd. 
At laſt, her tongue, its ſacred ſilence broke; 


And thus, in tranſports, ſhe to ABEL ſpoke — 8 


“O partner of my life] thy lofty ſtrains 
Waſt my rapt ſoul from theſe terreſtrial plains, 
“ To realms ſublime; where hoſts ſeraphick ſing 
« Immortal anthems to their glorious King. 


« — How ſweet thy ſong ! tranſcending ought I know ! 


« DiſtilPd, like dew, the melting numbers flow ; 


e 


« * Like ſleep to weary trav lers on the graſs, 


« When limpid ſtreams in tinkling murmurs paſs : 
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(Like ſleep, -n ſopor ſeſſis in gramine. | 
Vieoit, Eclogue 5. 46. 
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A S AcRED ECLOGUE. 25 


« + More ſoft than whiſpers from the puthern _ 


1 * Or current flowing down the pebbly vale. 


« Methought, untimely, flow'rs began to rife 


— * enn * 


64 t And winds, in paſling, ſoften'd into ſighs.“ 


As Tunze ſpoke on this enraptur'd theme, 
9 Her eyes connubial love and friendſhip beam. 
To whom the gentle youth made no reply. 


The tear, juſt ſtarting from his beaming eye,— 


1 
1 11808 


The warmth, with which he preſs'd her to his heart, 
| Beſpoke more love than words cou'd &er impart. a 


+ (More ſoft than whiſpers, &c.) 5 
Nam neq ; me tantum venientis ſibulus Auſtri, | : 
Nec percuſſa juvant fluctu tam littora, nec quæ 
Saxoſas inter decurrunt flumina valles. 


Vine Ecl, 5. 37. 1 


4 (And winds, in paſſing, &c.) 
Ventoſi ceciderunt murmuris aur, 
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Idem. 9. 58. 
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26 ABEL AND TRIRZ A. 
Thus, was fal'n man, in this primeval ſtate, 
More bleſs'd—more happy than the envied great: 
The earth's green lap a voluntary ſtore - 
Of fruits diſplay'd, and mortals wiſh'd no more, 
| They aſk'd of heay'n but PREM. content and health 
They knew not then the baveful uſe of we. 
Diſorder'd lux'ry had not taught the foul 5 
In diffipation and excels to roll: TS 
Hands then were join'd, where hearts prov'd moſt : 
ſincere, 5 
; Nor knew they then a parent's frown auſtere : 
 High-ſwelling pride her cruel hand ne'er mov'd, 
To part the maiden from the youth ſhe lov'd. 
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'AIL! kind phyſician of corroſive grief 


Sweet Pity ! at thy ſhrine what n 


Imploring what thou'rt fond to give—relief, 
Which thou beſtow'ft profuſely on them all, 


How oft thy preſence cheers he widow'd breaft, 
And diflipates each black, impending care 
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To feed the family of adverſe fate! 


28 Eier To Pity. 


Thy lenient hand ne'er leaves the poor diſtreſs'd; 


But dries benignly, pain's obtruding tear. 


When round thy door the miſerable wait, 
What bliſs attends thy ſympathetick heart, 


Who pray for bleſſings on thee, and depart. 


Not fo the wretch, whoſe adamantine cheſt 
Conccals his all, ev'n from the eye of day; 
Thy tender yearnings never melt his breaſt.— 


But with a frown the poor he drives away. 


Then hail ! thou friend of man celeſtial maid ! 
E'er hold thy gentle empire in my heart ; 
When want's pale eye looks up for bounty's aid, 


Be mine the blifs—that genial aid timpart ! 
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Mine th' envied bliſs to dry the pleading tear 
Of orphan-miſery: to avert the blow, 
Level'd, by mental torture, at deſpair; 
And ſpring a pleaſure in the breaſt of woe. 


So ſhall Hope's lamp emit a friendly ray, 

To clear the mind from doubts umbrageous gloom, — 
Shed pure effulgence bs life's ſetting day, 
And endleſs glory ſhew beyond the tomb. 
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And strike, with harmony, the ſavage ear, 
| If Pity melt the feeling heart to love, 
And, from misfortune's cheek, dry up the tear 
"Tis thine, O SyMPaTARY, with BY | 
To ſhare thoſe pangs which other's boſoms feel: — 
0 


| 32 ELEGY TO SYMPATHY, 
It 0 To take with poverty thy ſcanty part ;— 
1 Tis thine to ſooth, and Pity's taſk to heal. 
BE Haſte then to thoſe who mourn the buried Friend, 
3 Whoſe tomb is ſacred, and whoſe memory dear; 
| To thoſe, who *neath misfortune's preſſure bend, 


And give them ſigh for ſigh—and tear for tear, 
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|| Thence, ſeek the priſon's damp-exhaling cell, 
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Where fetter d innocence its head reclines ; 


| ll || Where lurid care, and grief-worn miſery dwell, 
„ And where the ray of freedom dimly ſhines: 


14 There, let the aſſuaſive mildneſs of thy ſoul 
EF] 1 i 
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N Reſtrain the briny torrent of diſtreſs.— 
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| | . Deſpair's collecting horrours there controul, 


t's deep ſighs repreſs. 
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ELEGCY TO SYMPATHY. 33 


From theſe drear ſcenes, conduct me to the ſhade 
Which pleaſure's ſocial vot'ries never tread 
Where, lonely, weeps the youth, whoſe fav'rite maid, 


5 | Is early number'd with the ſilent dead, 


Or to the bow'r, where ſome bewidow'd mate, 


In ſombre weeds, deplores his wedded fair; 
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There, let thy tongue commiſerate their fate, 


And ſooth their ſorrows with a gen' rous tear, 


Hence, with thee, let me trace th embattled plain, 
Where ſlaughter, death, and war their horrours blend; 
There view the mangled bodies of che ſlain, 


And in one wound let both our tears deſcend. 
Hark [ from that youth proceeds th* expiring groan : 


v See! thro' his heart th — ſhaft has run 
4 D See! 
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See] o'er his corſe the fainting fair & bemoan 


And ſee, faſt by, a younger form laid low, 


34 ELEGY TO SYMPATHY. 


The murder'd friend—the huſband—or the ſon ! 
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And yonder, view that venerable head, 
Furrow'd by time, and cloath'd with ſapient grey, 
Struck from its trunk—with age-cold blood beſpread, 


Gaſp to the winds its remnant life away. 


Embracing, ev'n in death, his aged fire : 
Both fell—both bleed—by one deftrudtive blow, 
And, in one final groan—they both expire! + 


* Alluding to the paſſage in“ Emma Corbett, or the Miſeries of 
Civil War, where Henry is found by Emma, with an arrow ſtick- 
ing in his breaſt, 


+ Alluding to the death of the brave Major Pitcairne and Sou, 
who {ell a near each other at the battle of Bunker +-hill, : 
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Hence, 


ELEGY To SYMPATHY. 


35 
Hence, to yon ſteep, whoſe ſhade extenſive flings 

O'er ocean's troubled waves a ten-fold gloom, 
To mark the warring fleets of hoſtile kings 


And mourn the want of pow'r t avert their doom. 


Nor ſhall the human race, alone, receive 
The pure libations of thy beaming eye, 
The brutal too ſhall teach thee how to grieve, 


And meet thy pity in a plaintive figh. 


3B Oer lofty mountains let us turn our feet, 
U Where ſparry cliffs and rocky ſummits ſhine ; 
E There, mournful, hear the fleecy rangers bleat 


Their lambkins butcher'd at the Grfual ſhrine. 


Thence, Roy the glens and furzy woodlands round, 


To hear the ſtock-dove moan her ravag'd brood 
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36 ELEGY TO SYMPATHY, 
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| F (Sequeſter'd in ſome maple, ivy-crown'd) 
1 1 


The lawleſs prize of truant ſchool-boy rude. 


'ÞE And next, condoling, let us traverſe o'er | _ 
The ſtubbly fields, where manlier ſports appear; : 3 
ME To hear the deadly tube's exploſive roar, — 1 


1 The dying ſhriek of the heart-broken hare. | Z 
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ll} But ſoft. From ſcenes, too tragically deep =_ 


i | Scenes, that wou'd make ev'n ſavage nature weep = 
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1 | O SrmrarHr ! recede, and live with me, 
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H] no, my fair, tis not thoſe eyes 


1 Whoſe ſoſteſt luſtre ſpeaks thee kind. 
Tis not a tranſient charm I prize, 


But that immortal one—thy mind, 


For ſoon will each external grace, . 
Howe'er ſo lovely, change and fly; 


Soon time deſtroy the faireſt face, 


As flow'rs neath ev'ning zephyrs die. 
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Unſkaken, firmer trees ſuſtain 
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While the rude horrours of the ſtorm 
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ECHO AND THE OWL. 
AF ABLE 


HE vain their own weak flatteries proclaim, 


And fancy it to be the voice of fame. 


A ſolemn Owl, with vanity replete, 
At midnight, held her ſolitary ſeat 
Within the hollow of an ancient oak, 


Subdu'd by hoary time's all- conq ring ſtroke. 


And why,” cried ſhe, * is this extenſive ſcene 
So huſh'd in reſt—ſo filent—ſo ſerene ? 


D 4 « Why 
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« Queen of night — return'd the flatt'ring ſound ; | 


Which woods, and racks, and mountains echo'd round, 


40 ECHO AND THE OwI. 


© Why mute as mice are other ſongſters' throats, 
© Unleſs to favour my ſuperiour notes ? 
© To hear my voice, in ſilence flows yon pring,— 


0 Around, all nature liſtens while [ ling. wage - 


An Echo from a neighb'ring cave replied— 


« All nature Nen '—Then ſwell'd with 
pride, 

Said ſhe, © The nightingale my ſov'reign right 

© Uſurps ; for I alone am queen of night, — 


© Her notes, indeed, more ſweet than numbers are 
Which ftrive to ſing ; but mine are ſweeter far.— 
« Are fwceter far ''—in accents low, yet plain, 
Applauding Echo whiſper'd o'er again.— 
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ECHO AND THE OwL. 41 
© Why then do I fit poring here alone, 
© Cheerleſs, unheard, unknowing, and unknown ? 


© Why do not I to nobler ſcenes aſpire, 


© Leave theſe dull caves, and join the tuneful choir ?” 


Like the deluſion of an empty dream, 
She heard return'd her own diſcordant ſcream : 
Echo again, firſt faintly liſpd— Afpire—” 


Then utter'd louder—* Join the tuneful choir ! ” 


| Fluſh'd by the plaudits of her own dull ſong, 


She, on the morrow, join'd th harmonious throng : 

From tree to tree, with various kinds, ſhe roves, 
And, with her hootings, fills the ſounding groves z 
Whoſe tuneful tenants, at her voice and ſight 

Diſguſted, drove her to the ſhades of night. 
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II HILE in the flow'ry paths of youth, 


With careleſs ſteps, I ftray, 


Turn, O Suprem ! n wand'ring feet 
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5 3 3 To virtue's heav'nly way. 
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Wim her bright beams, my breaſt illume, 


And make me truly wiſe ; 9 
Teach me the blandiſhments of vice 
T” abandon, and deſpiſe, 
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44 PRAYER TO THE DEirTy, 


Unknown to ev'ry fervile fear, 
May all my paſſions move, 
And, actions baſe as much deteſt 


As good ones they approve. 


 Awleſs of pow'r, may I ſupport 
Detracted virtue's cauſe, 
Be ever fearful to tranſgreſs 


Divine, or human laws. 


From partial blindneſs, turn my eyes 
Intent on truth alone; 
That I, deterr'd by others' crimes, | 


May learn t amend my own. 


But thoſe I de not, and retain 
(Perverted by my will) 


Forgive 
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PRAYER TO THE DEITY. 
k 


Forgive me as I them forgive, 


Who do—or wiſh—me ill. 


May gratitude's celeſtial beam 


My ev'ry thought inſpire 


To worſhip Thee, creation's LoRD | 


And worſhipping, admire. 


Give me a mind which may in all 


Thy facred truths believe ;— 


A heart to pity others woes, 


And bounty to relieve. 


Bleſs'd with Thy care, in ſome retreat 


My moments let me ſpend; 


Where, may th' oppreſs'd a refuge find 


- Degraded worth—a friend. 
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To wretchedneſs, and pale-ey'd want, 


A kind relief impart ; 


And, for my plenty, let my tongue 


And may I—ſhou'd Thy bounteous hand 
Increaſe that plenty more, 

Still, in humility, be rich, — 

In vanity be poor. 


Or ſhou'd affliction's bitter cup 
To me be e' er conſign'd.— 

May no complaint profane my lips, 
Nor care diſturb my mind. 


But may my foul, in ev'ry ſtate 
Submiſſive reverence know; 
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PRAYER TO THE DEITY. 


* Adoring that benignant pow'r, 


Whence bleflings ever flow. 


— 


To Thee, O Gop ! who gav'ſt me life, 


My Guarnian! PAREN TI FRIEND! 


5 Let praiſe my gratitude expreſs 


3 Till life itſelf ſhall end. 
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IGHTLY ofer the dewy fields, 
1 _ "=. Where her charms, gay nature yields, 
| mY Come, my SYLvI1a, hence away, 


Wi: 4 To invoke the vernal day. 
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wa Winter now, with gloomy train, 


| Hu olds no more his tyrant reign.— 


. 


U 


*** eee e eee eee eee 


4 2 RE 


To adorn the vernal day. 
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TAE SEASONS 


Smiling SPRING, in chaplets gay, 


Bids return the vernal Gay, 


_ Hark! my fair, in yonder grove, 
Th' univerſal ſong is 1 


Hark ! the ſweet, - the love- taught lay 


Halls aloud the vernal day. 


View each blooming ſcene around! 


Fra decks th' enamel'd ground; 


Trees and plants their charms diſplay, 


On each lawn, the playful lambs 


Round about their fleecy dams, 


Wanton, ſport, and friſk and play, 


At return of vernal day.— 
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Z 
Thus, each landſcape, let's explore, 


Till its term of beauty 's ofer ; 
Then, my SyLvIA, hence away, 


When no more is vernal day— 


S UMM E R. 


| TO the ſide of a murnancing ſtream, 
Devoted to pleaſure and eaſe, 
Unſeen by the ſultry beam, 
Except thro? the brakes of the trees. 


rr 


— — 


Where woodbines with roſes entwine, 
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Unpilfer'd their ſweets by the bee ; 
But left for ſoft zephyr to join, 
And waft them untainted to thee, 
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Tut SEASONS 


Around us may linnets appear, 


Nor wiſh from their ſtation to fly ; 
Whoſe ſtrains let enrapture my ear, 


But nothing—ſave SYL VIA, my eye. 


Such be the retreat we frequent, 
Tranquillity's bleflings to prove : 
Our gueſts be Delight and Content, 

Our diet — ſoſt pledges of love. 


Thus bleſs'd, and embow'r'd from heat, 
How tranſient will SUMMER be made | 
Alas ! with a—ſigh—I muſt greet 
The time that diſmantles our ſhade, 
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AUTU M N. 


NOW bilighting winds, and mildew rain 


Aſſail the beauties of the plain, 
And lay their glories dead. — 


O'er hill and dale=thro* wood and grove, 


Where we, my fair, were wont to rove, 


A leafy carpet's ſpread. 


But blighting winds, not aught avail ; 

The fields unrob'd, deride the gale, 
Deſtructive now no more: 

For plenty bids the village ſmile, 

And crowns the happy peaſant's toil, 

With Ceres golden ſtore. . 
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THE SEASONS, 53 


And, in the ſun's declining ray, 
The vines their purple charms diſplay, 


Thro' leaves of ruſſet hue ;— 


Hail ! Jateſt product of the year, 


Whoſe pow'r can fainting nature cheer, 


And Winter's dreary view. 


W 1 N T E R. 


FROM regions of eternal ſnow, 
Lo! hoary WINTER ſecks our land ; 
The mountain high—the valley low, 
Alike declare his icy hand. 


In ſhining fetters hound, the ſtream 


No murmur lends to ſooth the ear; 
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EM THE SEASONS. 


[| No warmth conveys the noon-tide beam, 


Creation's torpid works to cheer. 


No flow'r adorns the waſted plain, | 3 
Nor plants” fair verdure decks the lawn: 
Grey miſts uſurp the wide domain, 
g And robe, with down, each tree and thorn. 


The timid hare, from home to ſtray, 3 


O'er woodland wild in ſearch of fare 
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(Left ſhe her veſtiges betray) 
' Kind inſtinct whiſpers to forbear. 


L 


Where ſung the lark its matin ſtrains, 
The wint' ry heldfare now is ſeen ; 


7 K 2 ria ern, 


And dazzling ſnow makes white thoſe plains 


* 
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Which once were drefs'd in lovelier green. 
Thus 
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2 Tarr SEASONS. 
1 Thus diff*rent, SYLV1A, things appear; 
1 nature's ſcale ordain'd to move. 


oughout the ever- roling year, 


The SEAsoNs change - but not my love. 
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IDEA or Txz DEITY: 


Axp or hrs POWER over ALK CREATURES. 


Imitated from the French of Racixe. 


T HE Supreme Ruler of the univerſe 


Is not what errour paints him to your eyes: 


His name's ETER NAI, — and His work —the world, 


The plaintive ſighs of injur'd innocence 

Find acceſs free to His benignant ear. 

With equal laws He governs all mankind, 
And from his throne ſublime, examines kings. 
No human aid can ſhield us from his arm, g 
Which empires vaſt can into ruins ſhake, 


And worlds ſtupendous into chaos hurl. 


Againſt 


IDEE vs: DIE VU. 


[La Tragidie d' EsTres.] 


: NE Dieu, maitre abſolu de la wa et de cieux, 
| N'eſt point tel que Verreur le figure à vos yeux: 
L' ETERNAL eſt fon nom; le monde eſt fon ovrage. 
Il entend les ſoupirs de I humble qu'on outrage, 
Juge tous les mortels avec d' egales loix, 
Et du haut de fon trone interroge les rois. 
Des plus fermes Etats la chute Epouvantable, 


Quand il veut, n' eſt qu'un jeu de ſa main redoutable. 
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on 


Againſt Him, what, combin'd in impious war, 
Are earthly pow'rs ? Their projects vague He blaſts, 


e De 9 Ars 


Himelf inviſible. He wills—and all 


| The inſtruments of death themſelves deſtroy, 


He ſpeaks in thunder, and the heavens tremble. : 
His comprehenſive eye at once furveys 5 

| lmmenſity's unmeaſurable ſpace, | 

And all the ations of inſidious man. 
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IDEE DE DIE Vu. 59 


Que peuvent contre lui tous les rois de la terre? 
En vain 1] ' uniroient pour lui faire la guerre ; 
Pour diſſiper leur ligue il n'a qu'a ſe montrer : 
II parle, et dans le poudre i] les fait tous rentrer, 


Au ſeul ſon de fa voix le ciel tremble. 


ll voit comme un neant tout l' univerſe enſemble : 
Et les foibles humains, vain jouets du trepas, 


Sont tous devant ſes yeux comme {* ils n'etoient pas, 


ADVER- 
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| ADVERTISEMENT, 


IN peruſing the following piece, the reader will find 
| lamented, the early 3 from life of THREE very 
| amiable friends of the author : all of whom left this world, 
for a better, within eleven days of each other. Their 


youth (the oldeft being little more than twenty years of age) 


{ and the ſhort ſpace in which they died—whatever juſtice the 
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author s pen may not have done the ſubjeft—certainly form 


j one for a real elegy. 
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* leaves on trees, the * Grecian bard compares | 
1 The human race: and Iſrael's tuneful king, + | | 
To tender flow'rs, which raiſe their bloomy heads '1 
At morn's creative call, and fading die | : 

Beneath the cold falute of evening gale.— 

Theſe awful truths,—theſe juſt ſimilitudes, | 
Homer. II. 6, 146.— David. vid. Pl, 133. v. 15. b | | 
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| Have the pellucid tear and heaving ſigh 


| Atteſted oft, —Ofc has, the purple light a 
| Of youth, my eye beheld, on beauty's cheek 
| Extinguiſh'd, by the fell, deſtructive breath : 
| Of pale diſeaſe— the viſual graces ſeen 
| Of all their animating luſtre robb'd, 
| Scarce has done ſounding in my lik ning ear, 
| | The ſlow concuſſion of the deep-ton'd bell, 
| Proclaiming th' exit of ONE valu'd friend— 
b But the fad tidings of ANOTHER's come: 
| | Another, in whoſe pure, ingenuous mind, 
| | Luxuriant bloſſoms juſt began to give 
| | | The faireſt proſpect of divineſt fruit. 
| | Around whoſe form, the winning graces knit 
j CO 
| = * Lumenque = purpureum.— Virgil, En. 1. 594- 


6 ey . - 13 9 ed Ws. 4 6c ts. n 1 a n 7 , 4 * 9 9 * , . : _ 
. e a 1 * *. 705 — „ 8 4 PRE” PO OTE ITN One i IE 1» .£ #9 8 „ Os FO N 22 Ne, „ e. — 4 
; Me TOR PEN | ; 1 


n 63 
In eaſy, tportive dance. 80 too, in Thee, 
Thee, gentle M ! heaven-devoted far 
A few pale, recent moons beheld combin d, 


The ſmiles of health with ev'ry female charm, 


Alas !—cou'd not Thy virtues ſhield thy breaf 

Againſt the mortal ſhaft ? or, wou'd they ſtay 

No longer from their native heav'n, to grace 

A guet world, and teach it to be good? 

Virtues which had but juſt abroad diſplay'd, 

From ſweet retiremeny and from rural ſcenes, 

Wm heir ſacred pow'rs.—— Thus, 'neath the . 5 
ſhade, 

The lovely violet, fearful of the ſtorm, 

Conceals its beauties, till reviving ſuns, 

And pearly dews invite them to expand. 
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Winter recedes : and, like a peſtilence, 


Baſs IAEA Lori ep - . : 


Spreads his wide wings o'er northern climes, to breathe 


Deſtruction on the vegetable prey. 


Gay Spring r. returns: * - but ah! to you, 30 more 


Shall bring and Autumn mark the changing year. 


No more ſhall Summer's golden treſſes wave 


O' er laughing hills ; ; nor Winter's hoary locks 


Deck horribly, before your gentle view, 


The fetter'd vale. For hence, by angel-guides, 


Are ye conducted to that happier clime, 


Where ſeaſons not revolye ; but where preſides | 


Eternal Spring,— —and where exhauſtleks ſtreams, 


1 azure waves, o' er flver pebbles flow. 
Where never-fading amaranthine groves 


Breathe harmony inceſſant-join'd by ſtrains 


+” They died in the beginning of the Spring of 1784. 


Of 
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An ETLIE OV. 65 
Of ſeraph- melody. And where the air 
(By tempeſt ne'er convuls'd, ſince impious war 


Rag'd thro? th” aerial plains) in zephyrs bland, 


Saluting ſpicey vallies—whiſpers peace, 


Adieu then, youthful Shades! Enſamples bright 
Of purity | Permit theſe friendly lays 


To reſcue from Oblivion's dark recels, 


| Your virtues and your names for, excellence 


Like yours, the gen'rous muſe forbids to die, 
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INSCRIBED To a FRIEND. 


| 0 Nupte ] ſemper Concordia veſtrat, 
Semper Amor ſedes incelat afſiduts, | 
CaTurrvs, 
« Oh! may your hoſpitable board 
ec With Love and Peace be crown'd : 
« And ev'ry charm of heart-felt eaſe 
c Beneath your roof be found,” 
| | Mrs. BAR BAULD, 


A CCEPT, dear Sir, this humble tribute—due 
To ſterling worth, to friendſhip, and to you :— 


A boon fincere, that buſy care may ceaſe 


“'til your breaſt, and yield to dove-ey'd peace : 


That 


EPITHALAMIUM. 67 


That heav'n may ev'ry ſtorm of life allay, 
And make you bleſs'd from this auſpicious day. 


Yet, not to you alone, be bleſſings giv'n,— 
May SHE too ſhare the partial ſmiles of heav'n, 


Whole mental virtues as her beauties ſhone, 


1 
4 


To add diftinguiſh'd luſtre to thy own. 
May She, the gentle partner of thy breaſt a | 
Participate with thee that genial reſt, 
Which flows from hearts by nature form'd to on 1 


In uniſon with an- hi ſouls divine 
Alike the bleflings of their ſtate enjoy, 
Each bleſs'd with each, in perſect harmony. 


And, when whole years have glided ſmooth away, 
May ye look back—and think thoſe MT day,— 
N A Aday 
F 2 
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68 EPITHAL AMI VU M. 


A day of bliſs—in which, may not appear 


A ſpace, where ills to harm have not begun, 


And yet, replete with bleſſings not yet done: 


And wiſh the future period like the paſt, 


But ftill (refin'd to friendſhip's purer flame) 
Preſerve a warmth as ſacred as the name. 


When, may an offspring like the riſing day, 


a ONE 


The ſlighteſt veſtige of remorſe and care : 


O'er which, Reflection her chaſte eye may caſt, 


Then, tho' old Time, each head with ſnow | ſhall 
grace— 

Enervate thought—and corrugate each face,— 

Yet, may not that ſoul-animating 1 


Which love bade glow in youth — in age expire; 


Their Father's ſenſe and Mother's charms diſplay; 
Imbibing reaſon, innocence, and truth, 

As they progreflive trace the ſcenes of youth : 

Till 
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Till rip'ning into manhood, they convey 


To your declining years, a cheering ray. 


And, when the golden feaſt of life is 0'Cry 

; When its gay ſcenes can pleaſe your breaſts no more,. 
When pleaſure's charms are fled—may ſmiling death, | 
« With one ſoft ſtroke, deprive you both of breath.“ | | 
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HYMN TO THE MOON: 


WRITTEN BY MOON-LIG EHI. 


Time, Midnight. — Scene, a Garden. 


Suſpiciens altam Lunam, fic voce precatur:. 
Tu, Dea! tu præſens noſtro ſuccure labori. 


En. . 403. 
T JAIL! Orb magnificent, whoſe lucid beams 
illume with glory the cerulean ſky; 


By whoſe refulgent light 
My feeble pencil moves 
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Propitious prove; nor hide in cloudy i 
The juſt circumf ' rence of thy golden form; 
But aid my youthful muſe 
To hymn thy lofty praiſe. 
When thro the. vaſt—the boundleſs ſpace I gaze, 
Which thou, in thy nocturnal journey tread'ſt, 
Wich ſilent majeſty, 
Mid trains of waiting ſtars— 
Divine confuſion fills my wond'ring ſoul, 
And ſweet amazement meets my heav'n-ward eye. 
3 thy face benign, 
What countleſs glories beam, 
Spreading a ſplendid ocean o'er the ſkies !—— 
Or, if below, o'er nature's wide domain, 
I take an humbler view, 
What ſcenes of beauty riſe ! 
F 4 Greation, 
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Creation, in an amber veſt array'd, 


Diſplays, in ſilence, her dew-ſpangled works. 


No wanton gale “ diſturbs the deep ſerene,” — 
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Not ev'n a zephyr moves 


The lender flow'r or tree: 


No noiſy clamours © pierce the night's dull ear,“ 

ee e hone ae 
Or harmony of birds 

Which nightly ſing.- 


-O'er vonder dewy vale, 
Thy lamp, O CynTHIA! | ſheds its friendly ray, 
And ſhews the flocks and herds 
Promiſcuouſly at feed ; 
Or folded, ſleeping on the gliſt'ning lawn. 
A harmleſs lamb juſt then fad Silence *woke 
From her ſoft, peaceful nap, 
” With trembling bleat ——again ! 


Sweet 


Hymn To THE Moo. = 757 


Sweet Echo anſwers from a diſtant 8 
Far, o'er the lofty hills, and ſparry rocks, 
1 Vhoſe ſhining tops thy beam 
Embronzes o'er with gold, 
Tb' enraptur'd eye ſees many a cottage riſe, 
Where ſleep the ſons of toil in ſweet repoſe. 
” Now contemplation ſpreads 
Her heav'n- aſcending wings, 
And ſheds her magick influence o'er the mind. 
With cooling dews refreſh'd, unnumber'd flow'rs 
Spontaneous around 
"Their balmy breaths exhale : 
Sweet-burthen'd, Zephyr, from a woodbine bow'r, 
Slow paſſing, ſighs, and dos his pilfer'd ſtore, 
On devious walks neat ſhorn, 


With partial ſhades embrown'd, 
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74% Hymyx To THE MOON. 


The glow- worms . light their little golden lamps 
Mid evaneſcent, xival gems of dew. 
Soft Lakin gentle breeze 
 Sigh'd thro' the ſtately pine, 
Which ſhook, each tree, and plant, and tend'rer flow'r. 
Alas ! a ſable, broad, impervious cloud 
Moves like a ſhrouded fleet, 
Neath heaven's Rarry ſpace, _ 
| And wraps in darkneſs my celeſtial theme, 
| Whence light and genius flow-——Now..ceaſe,, my f 
Muſe. 
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[INVOCATION 
A PASTORAL 


Mritten during SYLvIA's Retirement in the Country | 


Time, a backward Spring. 4 
Me, nunc ægra SYLv1a regit ; 


Dulces dota modos, et citharz ſciens; 
Pro qua non metuam mori, | "8, 


Si parcant animæ fata ſuperſtiti. | 
Horace. : 
| 


\ F E clouds |. retire ;—diflolve, ye hills of fnow ! - 
Again, ye-{treams ! ſoft murmur as ye flow; 
Deſcend, ye beams of animating light! 


_ Ariſe, ye flow'rs! to blefs my SYLv1a's ſight: 
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76 THE INVOCATION. 


Come, ye delaying graces of the field 
For SVL VIA all your blooming honours yield: 
Where'er ſhe roves let lambs the plain adorn, 

5 And, as ſhe paſſes, bloſiom ev'ry thorn ! 
Blow, vernal gales | and on your wings convey 


Health's roſeate balm, to ſooth her ills away. 


Hail ! ſmiling plenty, lead thy jocund train 
O'er budding tree and Winter- faded plain: 
Let hill and dale their verdant mantles wear, 


And loamy brooks in filver waves appear. 


| | Begin, begin, ye branching woods to ſing, 


ve rocks to murmur, and ye groves to ring ; ; 


I | hs ye dews to fall—but ah! beware 

lt 

| | Leſt your cold drops prove hapleſs to my fair. 

| | Blow, vernal gales ! and on your wings convey | 
| Health's roſeate balm, to ſooth her ills away. 


Salute 
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Salute each op'ning flow'r, impearl'd with dew, 
And then ſalute the gentle SYLVIA too: 
With ambient wings ſurround each pallid grace, 
And leave her bluſhing at your ſoft embrace: 
Make on her cheek expanding roſes glow, 
And thro' her veins the . purple flow: 
Cull'd from each field, reviving odours bring, 
To make her bloom in nature's n ſpring. 
Blow, vernal gales and on your wings convey 


Health's roſeate balm, to ſooth her ills away. 


»Tis done —the Taps quit the ſmiling ſkies, 
The ſtreams remurmur, and the flow” rs ks 


Now bright-ey'd Health, with ev 17 blooming grace, 


Illumes ſerenely lovely SYLVIA's face, — 
So, the fair plant, which wintry ſtorms aſſail, 
Reſigns its foliage to the whiſtling gale, 
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— 
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3 „Till bluſhing foring its blaſted: beauties cheer, 

And bid freſh verdure deck the new-born Year, 
Ceaſe, vernal gales ! and ceaſe my ſoft alarms ! _ 
For Health and 8E VIA now unite their charms. 
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F ſov'reign fate decree for me a Wife, 


+48 To be the joy, or ſorrow of my life; 

Vet, ſhou'd the 4% prove my unlucky doom, . 
Pd wiſh her dead—and married to her—tomb. p 
But, ſhou'd capricious fortune be ſo ki nd, 


As one to grant congenial to'my mind, — 


May ſhe an ever-faithful heart polleſs, 


Suſceptible to pleaſure and diſtreſs : 


A face, the index of a gen'rous mind, 
And not by artful blandiſhments refin'd. 
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Not lips which only vie with coral's glow, 
But whence too truth's celeſtial accents flow : 


Not eyes which, like the ſtars, their glances dart, 


But ſuch as look and ſpeat the feeling heart. 


Simple in thought as dreſs —in neither mean. — 


Temper as ſummer-ev'ning ſkies ſerene. 


Not too loquacious : ever fond to pleaſe, 
Full of good-humour—innocence, and eaſe: 


A modeſt wit, —an unaffected grace, — 


That piety which ſhines in SYLV1A's face. 


Such be the virtues—lſuch the graces be 
Of her the ſoy'reign fates deſign for me. 
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W IT HIN a village liv'd a hind, 


As ſimple in his mode as mind; 


But what his name —or where his cot, 
The airy muſe hath quite forgot. 

He earn'd his bread by honeſt labour, 

And gain'd the love of ey'ry neighbour ; 
But howſoe'er the world befriend, 
Misfortunes will the good attend. 
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Without more preface, be it ſaid, 
That farce had deck'd his lowly ſhed 
Two winters, with their hoary froſt, 
Before a fatted cow he loſt ; 
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His herd, whoſe fellow, never knew, 
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And others* better had but few. 
He heav'd a ſigh, and thought it hard; 
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But not ſo great was his regard 


As was his wife's ſhe, tender creature 
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(Diſtreſs diſtorting ev'ry feature) 
Refus'd to eat—rav*d-—ſobb'd and cried— 
Indeed, ſhe ſoon fell ill and died. 


| The peaſant, more afflicted now, 

Than when death robb'd him of his cow, 

1 Lamented much but little ſlept . 
But ſeldom eat —and often wept : 


A TAL : 83 


Till he, fo much reduc'd at laſt 


And pale, might for a ghoſt have paſs d. 
The neighbours, at the change alarm'd 
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With kind profeſſions round him ſwarm'd.— 


C 1 


Tis true,” ſays one, © you've loſt a wife 


OTE FI IT oh 


+ 4 As good as ever ſweeten'd life; 
« But don't deſpair——came, come, look round, 
« As good another may be found: 


Such honeſt, ſightly men as you 


« May in a trice, get wives enow, | 


4 3 8 5 


« Five laſſes I have — young and ſmart, 
I'll give you one with all my heart: 
< Go, view them over: pick and chuſe; 
* Aſk which you will I'll not refuſe: 
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I ſhar't diſlike you for my ſon— 
© Pleaſe but the girl and all is done.” 
G 2 Soon 
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1 Soon after him, another came, 


Applauding much a ſiſter's fame: 


Another, to remove his cares, 
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And ſtem the torrent of his tears, 1 
With hobbling gait, and hoary treſſes, | 
| | Thus, the ſad widower addreſſes— 
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« I'm come, my friend, as morn's ſo fine, 


“ To take thee home with me to dine— 
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« ,—But hey the deuce ] what ! moping yet? 7 7 3 


+ | this ; | | . | | 8 
— Come, this good woman pray forget: 1 
, 


« Along with me,—and thou ſhalt find 


0 | A niece o mine to ſooth thy mind. 


1 & To boil a pot, or milk a cow, 


| There's nobody knows better how; 


| 
| | 4 She'll keep a man from being poor, 


BY “And has a fortune—pounds ſome ſcore. 
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« The wench is young and diligent, — 


« I know ſhe'll give thy heart content. 
« —Come, thou and her ſhall have ſome talk, 


« *Tyill do thee good a mile to walk.” 


' Buch gueſts as theſe the man ſaw dozens, 
For ſome had friends, and ſome had couſins 


And ſome, to find (if truth were known) 


 K A wife for him—wou'd loſe their own. _ : 


A At laſt he cries—* A man, I trow 


© Had better here loſe wife than cow: 


« My wife is ſcarcely in her ſhroud, 


When lo! my neighbours round me crowd, 
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To offer me the choice of twenty ;— 

© Wives, I ſee there are in plenty; 

hen died my COW Was this the caſe ?. 

© Did they then offer to replace 

9:3 * My 
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© My loſs ?——'Tis true, me pitied all, 
© But then—mere pity's coſt is ſmall,” 


The moral, which my tale ſupplies, 


A man may ſee without his eyes; 


For, be he blind, or be he lame, 


He'll find the matter juſt the ſame, 


That ſome men are ſuch ſordid elves, 


In ſerving him they ſerve themſelves, 
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unc omnis ager, nunc omnis parturit arbos. 
Nunc pondent fylvæ, nunc formoſiſſimus annuus. + 
| | VII GIL. 
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B EHOLD! my fair, where'er we look 
What pleaſing proſpects charm the eye! 
The gilded hill—the ſilver brook— 
The verdant lawn the azure ſky,* 
In one rich landſcape form the ſcene, — 
The vernal ſcene, divinely fair: 
Above, the breezes play ſerene, 


Below, gay Nature's ſweets appear. 


* See firſt verſe of Dr. Jonxsox's © Winter-Walk," 
64 Delightful 


— +> og et es, ATE Hh da, wal 7 * F A 0 a 4 
canis 2 2 — —— — — — wk. — —— —— — — — ** 


| 38 Tul VIA AT Walk, 


r 


Delightful ſeaſon! at thy dawn, 


| 
by 
} 
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Creation feels her ſpringing pow'r; 
The pregnant bud firſt decks he thorn, 
Then next expands the blooming r 3 
T he violet, ſweeteſt flow'r that grows i 
On lofty hill, or lowly dale ! 
Meek harbinger of SpRING ! beſtows 


Its fragrant ſtore in ev'ry gale, 


See ! where once Winter *fore our eyes, 


This plain a cheerleſs waſte beſpread, 


The daiſy and the cowſlip riſe 


3 Beneath our feet where'er we tread : 

| So, SYLVIA, when thy charms decay,— 

| | When this life's wintry ſtorms are o'er, 

| May they revive in endleſs day 

| There bloom in SPRINGS for evermore. 

| e A THOUGHT 
| 
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A THOUGHT ox ETERNITY. 


3 AR RO — 8 WEE T awful thought 
What ſtrange ſenſations paſs in gelid tides, 
Throꝰ ev 'ry vital pore, whene' er I gaze 

On thee, ETERNITY |———— 


Thoughts ruſh on thoughts :—cold ſhudd'rings ſeize 
my frame: 
In crowds confus'd my ſenſes take their flight, 
And view the regions of an unknown world, | 
But, loſt in wonder and immenſity, 
(Not finding place whereon themſelves to reſt) 
Like Noah's 5 fleeting dove, they ſoon return. 


Myriads of objects, dimly ſeen, remote,— 
| And fitting, ſhapeleſs figures crowd the ſcene ; 
Nor fears leſs num'rous from thoſe objects riſe, 
Till Hoyz's bright lanthorn diſfipate their gloom, 
And ſafely light me into endleſs day, 
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An ADDRESS 
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HOLY INNOCENTS. 
Tranſlated from one of the Hymns of PRUDENTIUS, 


H AIL | flow'rets fair of Revelation's dawn, 
By perſecution's felleſt blaſt laid dead! 
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"tt Ere yet your op'ning charms, on morning's wing, 


Like roſe-buds blighted, had their incenſe ſhed. 


Firſt, pureſt victims to the PRINCE oF PEACE 
Ye tender lambs ! to facrifice decreed ; 
Harmleſs, amid the altar's flames, ye play, 
And, rob'd with innocence, in ſmiles ye bleed. 
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EXCERPTUM. 


_ pp ! flores martyrum | 
"Om Quos, lucis ipſo in limine, 
CHRISTI inſecutor ſuſtulit, 


Ceu turbo naſcentes roſas. 


Vos, prima CHRIS TI victima! 
Grex immolatorum tener 
Aram ante ipſam, ſimplices, 


Palma et coronis luditis. 
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WRITTEN In HAGLEY-PARK, THE SEAT 
or LORD WESTCOTE. 


Time—four & Clock in a moſt delightful Summer Morning. 


ce Solitude, in this terreſtrial Paradiſe, 
« Is a medicine to my mind,” f | 
|  SoRrROWS of WER TER, 


8 OF T breathes the wind in many a whiſpering 


breeze; ä 
Faint gleams the ſun thro brakes of waving trees; 
Sweet ſing the minſtrels of the ſounding grove ; 
Smooth down the lawn the tinkling ſtreamlets move; 
Loud bleat the lambs around the ſylvan ſcene ;— 


All elſe is ſilence —all one deep ſerene, 


Hail 
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SOLITUDE. 
Hail then, imperial SoL1Tupz ! the mate 

Of innocence, and enemy of fate ! * 

The muſe, from care and mundane buſtle free, 

Intreats to paſs this virgin hour with thee: 

For reſt yet ſoothes each gentle nymph's alarms, 


And folds the hamlet in her downy arms. 


Sleep on, bleſs'd nymphs !—and, in that ſleep, enjoy 
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The ſofteſt dreams of future, real joy. 

Peace, may your breaſts, uninterrupted prove, 
Nor feel a greater pang than that of love: 
The kindeſt ſmiles of fortune may you ſhare, 


And be as happy as you're good and fair. 


* (i, e.) Were people more frequently, in Solitude, “ to commune 
with their bearts” many of the misfortunes which torment them, 
and which are commonly attributed to fate or accident—might, 
probably, be averted. | | 

Sor 1rupr (ſays che late good Biſhop WI ILsox) is the School of 
Wiſdom it is there ſhe teaches us ſecrets which the world are utter 
ſtrangers to, We know the world by converfing with others ; but 
ourſelves by converſing with God and ourſelyes, 


Sleep 
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Sleep on, bleſs'd nymphs ! while I, with vagrant feet 
Range o'er the charms of this divine retreat. 
Like the gay bird, where fancy leads to rove, 
From hill to hill—thro? wood—from grove to grove z 
In ſacred temple—filent glen, to find 
Thoſe pure delights which ſeeks the tranqui] mind, 


Hail, blooming ſcenes ! with ſprings eternal crown'd, 
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Which flow'rs adorn, and hanging woods ſurround:x 
Where echo-walking rills meand'ring flow, 
And weeping willows on their margins grow 
Whence floats the fight along the liquid way, + 
(Where ſilver fiſh and golden ſun- beams play) 


* _Yiidantia Tempe! 
Tempe ! quæ ſylvez ſuper impendentes cingunt. 
Motto in the Palladian Temple, 


F The ſheet of water before the temple, 
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SOLITUDE. 0 


Up moſs-clad rocks, o'er which the rough caſcade 

Hoarſe-grumbling, headlong falls—and rolls adewn the 
glade. 

*Yond which RoruN DAs poliſh'd columns riſe, 


By ſhades embrac'd, and pointing to the ſkies. 


Hence ſtrays the muſe os th emboſom'd dell, * 
Where SOLITUDE and SILENCE only dwell : 
In whoſe receſs, perennial verdure blooms, 
Tho? Night for ever ſpreads her ſable glooms, 
Rear'd at one end, an ancient oak + is found, 
Which throws Its ſhade for many a furlong round ; 
In whoſe broad arms, rapacious ravens form 
Their lofty manſions, ſafe from ev'ry ſtorm. 


* The Grotto, 


＋ It is impoffible that any one ſhould paſs this tree without be- 
ſowing upon it, not only their notice, but alſo their admiration. Its 
ſurprifing magnitude and proportion, render an Hyperbole like the 
above, much leſs inconſiſtent than ſeveral to be found in Milton, 

Virgil, &c. &c. | 
Seated 
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| | Seated below, th' admiring eyes ſurvey 

Unnumber'd flow'rs, which balmy ſweets convey ;— 
| | The woodbine round the lauruſtinus grows, 

And drooping hare-bells weep beneath the roſe. | 

Here grow the dutcet lily of the vale, 

Spontaneous cowſlips, and primroſes pale: 

There, on their moſſy beds, the violets lie, 


Here, erſt the ſnow-drop rais'd its pearly eye: 


There, half immers'd in the tranſſucent wave, 
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Diſrob'd, love's goddeſs * ſtands her charms to lave ; 
And, as if conſcious, ſeeks th' impervious ſhade 

Of verdant laurels and of beeches made. 
— Thrice bleſs'd retreat when rage the noon-tide 


beams, 


Near thy complaining, undulating ſtreams, 
FF Might I retire ! *neath ſpreading tree reclin'd, 
i And Spring's cool charms in ſultry Summer fin. - 2 


* A Statue of Venus, 
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LEGENDARY TALE. 


HE day had nearly clos'd its golden ſpace,— 
The weſtern ſkies with varied hues were 
ſpread, — : 
The prince of light had almoſt run his race, 


And night her train of length'ning ſhadows led : 


When DETIIA, —faireſt of the graceful fair, 
Forſoołk the confines of the buſy ſcene, 
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To breathe the odours of the vernal air, 


And taſte enjoyments rural and ſerene. 


Alone, ſhe flowly trac'd the glimm'ring ſhade, 


Where limes and circling woodbines form'd a bow'r ; 


Alone, ſhe wander'd thro” the peaceful glade, 


Replete with contemplation's heav'nly pow'r. 


Her gentle boſom, ſeat of ev ry good, 
Fer felt humanity's impaſſion'd glow ; 
To feed the poor with hoſpitable food, 
And ſoothe the pangs of wretchedneſs and wo— 


Were the delights of her exalted mind :— 


A mind, which far excel'd her beauteous frame, 


Altho' by ev'ry elegance refin'd, 


And ev'ry charm to grace the female name. 
Yet 
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Yet charms like theſe, which pleaſe the vacant crowd, 
Nor gave her vanity, nor ſought her care ; 
Tho' am'rous youths, in numbers, fore her bow'd, 


And tried their arts her partial ſmiles to ſhare, 


For ſhe, untutor'd in the ſchool of art, 
Her leiſure hours in gaudy dreſs ne'er ſpent-; 
Yet gain'd deſpotick empire o'er the heart, 


Without the borrow'd aid of ornament. 


VIRTUE apart, ah! what avails the face, 


Where blooms the roſe with ſnow-drop fair combin'd ? | 


How tranſient—vain, and lifeleſs ev'ry grace, 


| Robb'd of th' immortal treaſures of the mind 


Her mind the moſt tranſcendent gem poſleſs'd,— 
That gem was Prry—daughter of the ſkies : 


H 2  Misfortune's 
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Her's were thoſe virtues—her's thoſe graces were, 1 


Thus, as ſhe rov'd the mazy wild along, 


Then nearer drew to hear the plaintive tongue, 


Full fifteen luſtres, o'er his palſied head, 
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Misfortune's tale transfix'd her tender breaſt, 


Which heav'd, in ſympathy, to others” ſrghs. 


But why the charms thus of her form declare ? 


The honours which her mental virtues claim'd ? 


For which the FAIR of BRITAIN's ISLE are fam'd. 


She heard a voice in falt'ring accents ſpeak ; 


And ſaw the object thro? an op' ning brake. 


(Deck'd with the ſnow-white © bloſſoms of the 


grave”) 


Had 
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Had roll'd : and, down his cheeks, pale mis'ry led, 


In time-worn furrows, many a briny wave, 


Faſt by, a ſpring effus'd its broken tide 
In dark meanders thro? the pathleſs vale, 
| = Complaining, dawn a cavern's ſloping ſide, - 


Concordant to his melancholy tale. 


Himſelf he thought unſeen by mortal eye, 
Nor wiſt that any wand'ring feet were near; 
His wither'd arms extending tow'rds the ſky, 


He thus eflay'd to form his mournful pray'r,— 


« Father of all! But here did anguiſh break 

The boon juſt riſing from his trembling tongue : 
The tears of ſorrow trickled down his cheek, 

And on his ſilver beard, like cryſtals, hung. 
H 3 He 
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He ſigh'd and bending o'er a gloomy cave, 


la. 


| | Which mantling weeds attempted to conceal, 


Exclaim'd—< In thee, I view a peaceful grave, 


„%%% 


« In thee, my faithful blade, a friend I feel.” 


Then, nerv'd with grief, his trembling arm he rais'd, 


When from her covert fled the wond'ring fair; 


— . 


Whoſe timely hand the falling weapon ſeiz d, 


And ſtay'd the direful project of deſpair. 


1 Expreſſive ſilence utter'd his furpriſe := 

= He ſtood like one from inſane fetters broke 

| At laſt he rais d his griet-dejected eyes, 

And, in low accents, thus, with tears, he ſpoke.— 


« Celeſtial maid !—for ſuch methinks thou art 
cee lovely form tranſcending human. rd) 
| « Whoſe 
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<« Whoſe pitying eye and ſympathetick heart 
« Have brought thee from the ſkies to calm my 


min ” 


No; venerable man [a human friend 
© Am I, to calm thy mind conducted here, 
If human bounty that delight can lend; 
_—_ But, firſt unfold the ſources of thy care.” 


Pardon the frailties of my feeble age, 
For rude am I in ſpeech as well as mien; 
M0 Unus'd to act on life's improving ſtage, 


I feel as tho' the world I'd never ſeen. 


« Oh ! ſweet perfection! aſk me not my wo, 


Too deep it is for tenderneſs to hear; 
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4 0 Thy gentle heart, in ſanguine ſtreams, wou'd flow, 


« And thoſe bright eyes diſſolve in many a tear. 


© Behold that cell - that grief-exciting grave; 


7 n 


| | 8 1 It will inform thee better than my tongue— ; 
: ( A ſcene, that ſoon wou'd render ſor row's ſlave 


on The Aintieſt heart—the ſavage, or the ſtrong. 


“ For there, pale death, in all his terrour reigns : 


4 Behold five children two, yet warm with life, 
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« The vital tide juſt ebbing in their veins — 
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i « With whom, behold—a mather—and—a wife 


| 4 “In nine ſhort glaſſes * from th' embrace of death, 
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met “ Their fleeting ſouls pierc'd the cerulean ſkies ; 


« One fell diſeaſe depriv'd them all of breath, 
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Save her, my partner, who among them lies— 
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“ She, ſleeping Saint “ ſweet ſoother of my care | 
Struck with fad anguiſh at the ſtern decree— 

“ Fell—hapleſs fell !—a victim to deſpair, 

« And left the world to wretchedneſs and me.” * 
With her ten i in theſe wilds I've paſs'd, 
« And licks dear pledges of our happier love; 

« But death's * concluding winter comes at laſt,” 

« To blaſt my hopes, and ev'ry bliſs remove, 

Once a ſerener a more envied fate 

In ſcenes leſs rude our tranquil boſoms knew ; 

« But countleſs ills the loftieſt mortals wait, 


« And friends to wretched poverty are few | 


oe de Rs 


+ Vid, The Beggar, a Poem, by the Rev. Mr. Moss. 
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106 TuE EX EMTIAAY FAIR. 
« Some ſeaſons paſt, a diff rent object I 
« When | bleſs'd with each attendant charm of 
wealth, — 


An habitant 'neath fortune's calmeſt ſky, 


« Cheer'd by the tranſports of eſteem and heakh. 


* Rut, theſe delights, for having ſtrove to ſhield 


My royal maſter from uſurping foes, 
« To mad ambition I was forc'd to yield, 


« And veil my head in ſolitude and woes. 


« For then, rebellion, with gigantick ftride, 
* Stalk'd o'er Britannia's plains, and ſeiz d her 
throne : 
« The crown—the ſceptre, anarchy and pride, 
« By felleſt laughter, rendered their own. 


« Thro' 
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« 'Thro' civil rage, bled many an hoſtile train: 
Oppos'd againſt a brother — brother ſtood, 
« And, loſt to each endearing tie, - wou'd ſtain 


© Their impious weapons with each other's blood, 


&« Forc'd from a manſion once I call'd my on, 
Oppreſſion drove me to this cavern's gloom, 
« To linger out departing life, unknown, 


„And make my place of reſidence my tomb.“ 


« Juſt heav'n forbid '—The weeping fair replicd, 
I Yet may'ſt thou live ten ſummers more, in peace; 
* Time—ſoothing time will paſt diſtreſſes hide, 


© And bid misfortune's cruel triumph ceaſe. 


Here; live—be happy—and reſtrain thy grief; 
Receive this off ring to prolong thy days: 


„Tas 
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| | © Twas heav'n that led me here to thy relief, — 


ot © To heav'n is due thy gratitude and praiſe,” 


| « Alas ! celeſtial excellence!“ he ſaid, 
« Thy goodneſs ſerves but to augment my woes; 
Then, heap not ſorrow on my aged head, 


FE: - _« By giving that which cannot give repoſe. 


Indeed, twas heav'n that led thee here, to fave FF 1 


B « A wretch, juſt parting with his paining breath ;— 


f 3 „ A wretch, who ſoon muſt ſeek the ſilent grave, 


| « And terminate his anguiſh by his—death. 


4 


J For mine is anguiſh time can ne'er alloy, 


« Nor aught, ſave death, or madneſs, ever cure; 
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4 Then, muſt I live—and living, but enjoy 


— — 
„ 


| A /enſels caſe, which reaſm can't endure? 
| | 3 
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Oh! let me die ! fince death alone can give 


« A genuine peace to my diſtreſs- worn breaſt, 


** 


And lead me where angelick ſpirits live, 


For ever bleſſing and for ever bleſs'd. 


0 


* 


F or, that bright ore which mortals ſtrive to gain, 
The ſource of rapine, treachery and death, 
Of dove-ey'd peace and happineſs the bane — 


« Contributes nothing to prolong my breath. 


« By me the ſheep was ne'er to ſlaughter led, 
„ Theſe ſhaking hands no crimſon ſtains diſplay ; 


0 


* 


T' adorn my diſh the harmleſs lamb ne'er bled, 


And bleating, gaſp'd its trembling life away. 


« A ſimpler banquet decks my homely board :— 
The cryſtal ſpring beſtows its ſparkling wave; 
«The 
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* The woods and fields with fruits and herbage ſtor'd, 


* My wants ſupply, nor more does nature crave.” 


With admiration, thro* compaſſion's eye, 
The heavenly fair his rev'rend form ſurvey'd ; 
Her gentle breaſt the ſympathetick figh 
Firſt heav'd, then thus with angel-ſmile ſhe faid— 


O good old man!] theſe indign defarts leave; 


A little farm ſhall ever be thine own; 


© Thy mind exalted, fate ſhall never grieve, 


© For ſorrows paſt—let future joys attone. 
© 'Theſe happy fouls have better fortune found, 

0 (They, for their guardian, have creation's God) 
© Whoſe lifeleſs forms, in conſecrated ground, 

© Shall, in one manſion, raiſe the heaving ſod. 


© While 
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TAE ExEMPLARY FAIR III 

© While thou, beneath my watchful eye, ſhalt dwell, 
And live untroubled—unmoleſted live : 
* A daughter's care ſhall ev'ry pang diſpel, 


Wich ev'ry bliſs a pitying breaſt can give. 


© Then ceaſe to mourn : theſe ſleeping mortals leave; 
With me, to yonder butter ſcene repair; 
© Where, ſhall an hoſpitable dome receive 


Thy facred feet, and ſmooth thy ev'ry care. 


For lo! black night now ſpreads her duſky veil, 
© Sad ſilence ſeals each tuneful ſongſter's bill; 
© No ſound is heard throughout yon length'ning vale, 


Save drowſy murm'rings of ſome diſtant rill. 


END of THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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